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Deputy CEO Tessa Barrett (far left) and honorary guests 

marked a very special occasion on Friday 3rd February as 

your Charity celebrated 90 years of uninterrupted service 

to blind and partially sighted people of Hampshire. 

 

Details of an exciting calendar of events to celebrate our 

special anniversary are announced inside. 

 

 



 

A SPECIAL 90TH ANNIVERSARY MESSAGE FROM 

TESSA BARRETT, DEPUTY CEO 

 

Open Sight, established in 1922 as the Hampshire 

Association for the Care of the Blind, was formed to give 

support to those with sight loss by offering grants to 

individuals and families who were suffering financial 

penury because of their visual impairment.  For example, 

our early records, which are held at the archive office in 

Winchester, show requests to the Charity for the 

purchase of shoes, coats and other items of necessity.  

  

Of course, the Charity has had to continually reinvent 

itself over the decades to keep pace with ever changing 

times especially with the arrival of social services. 

However, the one thing that hasn’t changed is our 

commitment to the people who need our services. 

 

Our Social Clubs continue to thrive under the leadership 

of dedicated teams of volunteers.  Our Independent 

Living Advisors are increasingly busy visiting clients in 

their own homes to offer information, advice and 

guidance on sight loss, special equipment available, low 

vision assessments and to apply for benefits and 

entitlements. Our Community Development team 

continues to give awareness presentations to all ages, 

including school children, on eye health care and sight 

loss prevention. 

   

To celebrate and acknowledge the 90 years of providing 

our unique services to the blind and partially sighted 

community of Hampshire, I am delighted to announce a 

series of events and activities which I hope you will 

participate in, enjoy and support us with. Funds raised 

will be used to develop our new Family Support Service.  

 

Full details can be found at www.opensight.org.uk  

 

 

http://www.opensight.org.uk/


 
   
 

Whilst 1922 saw the inception of Open Sight, it was also 

a year of other significant events which played their part 

in shaping a memorable 12 months, including: 

 

HMS Victory being permanently dry docked in Portsmouth 

  

The Prince of 

Wales, Edward 

VIII is the first 

Royal to make 

a public 

broadcast by 

radio 

 

Production of 

the Austin 7 

begins 

 

 

Insulin, as a medication, administered for the first time 

The U.K. grants Egypt independence 

The BBC being formed 

The British Civil Aviation Authority is formed 

Branston pickle is produced for the first time 

The entrance of King Tutankhamen’s tomb is discovered 

The first female solicitor is admitted to practice 

 

Many well known personalities made their debut in 

1922; famous names including Paul Scofield, Michael 

Bentine, Patrick Macnee, Benny Hill, Denis Norden, Hattie 

Jacques, Tommy Cooper, Kingsley Amis, Alistair Maclean, 

Christopher Lee, Denholm Elliott, Mollie Sugden, Freddie 

Laker and Max Bygraves, to name just a few. Sadly, most 

are no longer with us. 
 

OTHER EVENTS IN 1922         
 



OPEN SIGHT 90TH ANNIVERSARY EVENTS 

 

Sunday April 22nd  London Marathon 2012 

 

Open Sight will be represented by Ami Johnson; full 

details further on in this issue. 

 

Wednesday May 3rd  Resource Day, Basingstoke 

 

Full details of the Equipment Day, including our special 

garden plants stall, can be found further on in this issue. 

  

Thursday May 31st  Information Day, Eastleigh  

 

Come and say hello to us in the Swan Centre, Eastleigh 

and find out about how we can help you. 

 

Thursday May 31st   Fashion Show, Basingstoke 

 

Ladies! Have a fun evening out with 

the girls at this very special event to 

look at, try on and buy this season’s 

High Street fashions at very 

affordable prices. The Travelling 

Trends show will be held at 

Basingstoke College of Technology 

(North Site), Worting Road, Basingstoke, RG21 8TN. 

Doors open at 7.00pm. Show starts at 7.30pm. Tickets 

£6.00 to include a free glass of ‘bubbly’! Book NOW by 

calling Stacey on 023 8064 6378.  

 

Saturday July 7th  Summer Fete, Hedge End 

 

Join us at our traditional Summer Fete 

being held in the grounds of Kings Copse 

Primary School, Hedge End, SO30 0PQ 

from 2-5pm. Enjoy stalls, entertainment, 

games, a raffle and other amusements, 

including a bouncy castle. Entrance 50p.  

 



 
 

Saturday Sept 8th  It’s a Knockout!, Eastleigh 

 

Using the original wacky and 

hilarious costumes, props and 

games from the hit BBC series, 

teams will participate in nine 

frantic head to head battles 

with riotous and side splitting 

consequences. To experience 

this unique opportunity, simply 

get together a team of ten 

madcap mates (or ask your 

family to get involved with 

some of their work or sport 

colleagues), then call Debbie at Open Sight on 023 8064 

6381 to register. For more details visit our website 
www.opensight.org.uk  
Spectators and supporters welcome on the day! 

 

 

Wed Oct 17th    Thanksgiving Service, Romsey 

 

You are cordially invited to 

join us in Romsey Abbey to 

acknowledge and celebrate 

the many years of service 

that the Charity has 

provided throughout 

Hampshire over the past 90 

years. The Thanksgiving 

service will be addressed by 

Open Sight’s Patron, Dame 

Mary Fagan DCVO JP, Lord-Lieutenant of Hampshire.  

 

Full details of this and other events to be held later in our 

90th Anniversary year will be featured in the next edition 

of Second Sight magazine and at www.opensight.org.uk  
 

 

http://www.opensight.org.uk/
http://www.opensight.org.uk/


SUPPORT AMI IN THE LONDON MARATHON  
 

Open Sight is delighted that the charity 

will be represented at this year’s 

London Marathon by Ami Johnson who 

will be completing the gruelling 26 mile 

course to raise essential funds. 

 

Ami, pictured right, says ‘I am a 

Military Nursing Officer based at 

Frimley Park Hospital and have been a 

nurse for nearly two years. I have been 

in the Army for 7 years and have 

always had a life-long passion for 

supporting charities such as Open 

Sight.  I have to keep fit for my job, 

but I try to undertake running and 

sporting events to help raise money for charity.  I am 

trying to raise as much money as possible to support 

Open Sight and the fantastic work that they do.  Please 

sponsor me to undertake the London Marathon on 22nd 

April! Thank you!’ 

 

If you would like to sponsor Ami’s support of your 

Charity, credit or debit card pledges can be given to 

Stacey at Head Office on 023 8064 6378 or by sending a 

cheque, payable to OPEN SIGHT with the slip below. 

You can sponsor at www.justgiving.com/ami-johnson0  

 

Name…………………………………………………………………………………..  

 

Address………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

…………………………………….........Postcode…………………………….. 

 

Gift Aid it (please tick)            Signature……………………………. 
I am a UK Taxpayer and want to make my  
donation under the Gift Aid scheme. Remember, 
you must pay an amount of income or capital gains       
tax equal to the tax we reclaim on your donation.              
Higher rate taxpayers can claim tax relief in their  
self-assessment tax return. 

 

 

Date................................ 

http://www.justgiving.com/ami-johnson0


GET RUNNING 

A local visually impaired athlete, Chris Goodwin, is 

looking to help any visually impaired people to literally 

get up and running.  Ever since the London marathon 

started back in 1981, running has grown enormously as a 

popular pastime and sport, but when you are visually 

impaired and just running for the bus isn’t an option, how 

can you get started? 

“I’ve been very lucky with my running,” writes Chris.  

“I’ve run for many years starting when I could see well 

enough to run by myself.  As my sight has deteriorated 

I’ve always had the confidence to contact friends and 

running clubs so I can train and compete in races.”   

Chris has also trained as a tri-athlete and represented 

Great Britain in European and World Championships. 

“I was once given a big helping hand to move from 

someone who did a little bit of running to someone who 

competes internationally.  I now want to see if I can help 

others get moving.  It might be showing someone how to 

take their first running steps, or even to do a local race.  

I can help them.” 

If you have ever thought of taking up running, whatever 

your age, or want to take your running to the next level, 

Chris would like to hear from you.  He has a wealth of 

experience to pass on, can get you started and will work 

to find a guide to run with you. 

“Running has given me good health and some of the 

greatest moments of my life.  I’d like others to get the 

same benefits.”   

Ring Chris on 07730 596212 or search on FaceBook for 

his “Blind Runners” group, or contact the office. 
 



OPEN SIGHT GARDENERS TOGETHER 

Do you have left over plants 

when propagating your seeds or 

pricking out? Do you split shrubs 

and perennials? If so, Open Sight 

would like to hear from 

gardeners who are keen to share 

their knowledge and skills as a 

way of raising funds. 

We would like you to donate your 

surplus plants to be sold at plant 

stalls at our various events held throughout the year.  

If you would like to be involved, call Leonie at Head 

Office on 023 8064 6375. 
 

 
 

Join us aboard the brand new MV ‘Alison MacGregor’ for 

a relaxing cruise to take best advantage of the glorious 

high summer sun on Friday 3rd August.  Leaving Hythe 

Marina at 2.00pm, we’ll sail along Southampton Water 

before navigating either the Hamble or Itchen rivers. On 

returning to Hythe, perhaps take tea at one the bars or 

restaurants in the Marina or stroll in to nearby Hythe 

village for shopping. Call Terry on 023 8064 6377 to 

book. Cost is just £5 including on board refreshments. 
 

HOLIDAY IN HOLLAND 2013 
 

Open Sight is considering arranging a holiday to Holland 

next Spring to visit the glorious Dutch bulb fields and 

gardens at Keurkenof along with trips to Amsterdam and 

the picturesque fishing harbour of Volendam. 

 

The trip will be open to both visually impaired and 

sighted guests over the age of 55. Please note, 

assistance cannot be provided for this holiday. To register 

your interest, call Terry at Head Office on 023 8064 

6377. 

 

SOLENT BOAT TRIP           
 



FAMILY SUPPORT SERVICE 
 

Open Sight has always been aware of how sight loss can 

impact on other people close to the person who lives with 

the disability for example, husband or wife, son or 

daughter. 

 

However, while these may be common considerations, 

situations which affect Mums and Dads whose children 

are visually impaired or vice-versa, or perhaps how a 

sighted sibling may be affected by a brother or sister with 

sight loss remain unsupported. 

 

Open Sight is developing a brand new service to support 

the whole family regardless of which member has sight 

loss. We can give advice on education, social and leisure 

activities and offer emotional support around family 

issues. Call Jenny Collins on 023 8064 6382 for details. 

 

NEW OPEN SIGHT WEBSITE 
 

Our new website has recently gone live and you can find 

it at www.opensight.org.uk. 

 

The website contains up to date news on all Open Sight 

activities and events as well as detailing the services and 

support we provide. 

 

In this our 90th Anniversary year we will be advertising all 

of the special events being organised, including those 

being planned by our Clubs around the County. 

 

The website will also have pointers to all the ways in 

which people can donate to the Charity or raise funds on 

our behalf. 

 

So if you have access to the internet, have a look at this 

website and of course, we would welcome your 

comments and any major news or events you feel we 

should be promoting. 

http://www.opensight.org.uk/


CONSULTATION INITIATIVE 

Hampshire Adult Sensory Services and Open Sight are 

setting up 2 consultation groups for blind and partially 

sighted people living in West Hampshire - New Forest, 

Eastleigh Borough, Test Valley (Romsey/Andover) and 
Winchester.  The groups will meet 3 or 4 times per year. 

The purpose of the groups is to:  

 Share information about services for blind and 

partially sighted people.  

 Consult with blind and partially sighted people about 

services.  

 Raise awareness of sight loss throughout West 
Hampshire.  

If you are interested in attending one of the groups, 

please contact Debbie Ross at Open Sight Head Office on 
023 8064 6381.  

GET INVOLVED 

Open Sight is planning to create a bank of willing 

volunteers in all areas of the County to assist with street 

collections and flag days. On average, we would only ask 

for a couple of hours once or twice a year. If you would 
like to help, please call Linda Phear on 01329 286445. 

STAMPS & MILK BOTTLE TOPS 
 

As a reminder, please keep sending stamps, postcards, 

old gold, ink cartridges and mobile phones for us to raise 

essential funds through recycling. 
 

Regrettably, as of June 1st, we will not be able to 

accept any more milk bottle tops. Thank you for the 

support given in the past; millions have been recycled. 
 

We would especially like to increase our efforts in 

collecting used stamps which can be recycled by long 

standing supporter Tony Pond. 

 



MAYORAL ACCOLADE 

 

Open Sight was delighted and honoured last year to be 

selected as one of Eastleigh Mayor Cllr. John Caldwell’s 

chosen charities to benefit from his various fundraising 

activities during his year long term in office. As a result, 

Open Sight received £10,000 to be spent on services in 

the Eastleigh Borough, including our two Social Clubs.  

 

The photographs show Open Sight’s Terry Smith 

presenting cheques to Eastleigh Club’s Margaret 

McKenzie & Peggy Rice and Netley Abbey’s Anona Piper. 

Both Clubs are planning special outings and activities. 

 

  
 

As readers and listeners are aware, the network of Open 

Sight Social Clubs offer opportunities for Members to 

socialise, go on outings, enjoy a variety of entertainment 

and to hear what’s new in the sight loss world.  

  

A new Club has been formed to serve the Wickham, 

Bishops Waltham and Waltham Chase areas; Open Sight 

Meon Valley meets on the third Friday of the month from 

2.00–4.00pm at the Wickham Community Centre. 

Transport can be provided, wherever possible, to the 

friendly and supportive group which would welcome new 

Members and additional volunteers. For further details, 

call Linda Phear on 01329 286445.  

 

NEW OPEN SIGHT CLUB IN WICKHAM  

 



EQUIPMENT & RESOURCE SERVICE 

 

The Open Sight Equipment & Resource Service goes from 

strength to strength to help you to choose and buy 

special aids and equipment. We hold a range of daily 

living items in stock and can assist in ordering items if 

required. (Orders need to be pre-paid and are subject to 

a handling fee) 

 

For a Low Vision Assessment to try large magnification 

aids and CCTVs (items that our Independent Living 

Advisors are unable to bring to your home to 

demonstrate) please call to make an appointment. 

  

INFORMATION & DEMONSTRATION EVENTS 

 

Open Sight has organised two special Information & 

Equipment Demonstration Events over the coming 

months giving you the opportunity to ask any questions 

you have about your sight loss, find out about services 

available to you and to try some of the latest pieces of 

equipment on the market to help make life a little easier. 

 

 

For details about the Equipment & Resource Service, the 

range of items stocked (including second hand), or to 

make an appointment call Pam on 023 8064 6380.  

 

 

BASINGSTOKE 

 

Thursday 3rd May. 

 

Church Cottage, 

St. Michael’s Church, 

RG21 7QW. 

 

10.00 – 2.00 

 

FLEET 

 

Wednesday 25th July. 

 

All Saint’s Church Hall, 

Church Road, 

GU51 4NB. 

 
10.00 – 2.00 



 

STEVE’S TECHNO CORNER 

 

It only seems a 

short time ago I was 

writing about the 

improved screen 

magnifier in the 

Microsoft Windows 7 

package, but the 

accessibility features 

of Windows have 

been in place for a 

long time now.  

Since then, 

developments in technology have led me to believe that 

Apple’s features have been much better. 

 

However, Microsoft is already developing Windows 8. 

They promise some access improvements with the ability 

to pinpoint where you want to magnify being much better 

and easier.  The Narrator will cope with the Internet 

better and we are promised enhanced voices to listen to.  

Microsoft tends to have a desire to use touch screens 

nowadays and the above features will utilise this 

technology.  I look forward to seeing if this all sounds too 

good to be true. 

 

Three young Indian fellows have worked in conjunction 

with the University of Pennsylvania on a device that 

enables the blind and vision impaired to be able to walk 

freely without the aid of canes.  They have been 

developing a belt which vibrates to warn of any obstacles 

six to ten feet ahead.  They say that it will be low cost 

and is only about six months away from completion.  

They are currently seeking commercial partners in order 

to bring it to the market.  

 

As ever, I’ll keep you up to date in future editions. 

 



 

AMBASSADORS FOR HAMPSHIRE 

 

Open Sight’s Tessa Barrett and Debbie Ross have been 

enrolled as Hampshire Ambassadors in recognition of 

their work for County residents. The Hampshire County 

Council initiative acknowledges those who have made a 

significant difference to people’s lives. 

 

Tessa and Debbie took up membership at an Evensong 

service at Winchester Cathedral where they were thanked 

by Hampshire’s Lord-Lieutenant Dame Mary Fagan. 

 

RAISE A CUP FOR US 

 

Why not celebrate our 90th Anniversary by holding your 

own fundraising event? Perhaps a coffee morning, a bring 

and buy sale or a quiz evening? We would love to hear 

about what you’ve been up to for the next edition of the 

magazine. Don’t forget, all proceeds will be used to help 

develop the new Family Support Service. 

 

NEW READING GROUPS 

 
Basingstoke’s Discovery Centre is launching a new 

Reading Group pilot for people with sight loss. From April 

2012, staff will guarantee to help set up and support a 

new Reading Group every six months, if demand is there. 

Their current Group is running at full capacity and this 

new initiative will give other people the chance to take 

part in this hugely popular pastime using audio or large 

print titles. If you enjoy books and like the idea of getting 

together to discuss them in a small friendly group, then 

speak to staff or contact the Discovery Centre on 01256 

478670 to book your place. 

 

There are Reading Groups for people with sight loss in 

many libraries across Hampshire. Check with your library 

to find your nearest one.  

 



  

 

A slow release drug called Exenatide once-weekly could 

see some people with Type 2 diabetes who are unable to 

control their blood glucose levels with oral therapies, 

replace their daily injections with a once-a-week jab. 

 

The drug offers suitable patients the potential to improve 

blood glucose control, with the added benefit of weight 

loss for some patients, due to its sustained-release 

technology.  

 

A positive appraisal by NICE has been welcomed by GPs 

and pharmaceutical company Lilly UK, who developed the 

treatment. 

 

Sarah Bone, Chief Executive of the Diabetes Research & 

Wellbeing Foundation says ‘A once-a-week injection is an 

exciting step forward in treatment options for people with 

Type 2 diabetes. The combination of improved blood 

glucose control and the associated benefits in a once-

weekly treatment has the potential to really improve 

quality of life.’ 
 

 

Are you affected by Retinitis Pigmentosa or know 

someone who is? If so, you might like to go along to a 

meeting being organised by the Hampshire Branch of RP 

Fighting Blindness. 

 

The meeting is on Saturday 21st April at the St Lawrence 

Parish Room, Colebrook Street, Winchester at 11.00am. 

 

Dr Heather Thomson from the University of Southampton 

will be talking about the exciting medical research work 

being undertaken there. A light lunch will be provided.    

 

Contact Steve or Adrienne Harris on 023 8047 6894 if 

you would like to know more. 

 

INJECTION BREAKTHROUGH FOR DIABETICS 

RP FIGHTING BLINDNESS MEETING 



 

FOR SALE 

 

‘Aladdin Rainbow’ pro video magnifier by Telesensory 

(USA). Perfect condition with Unicol fully adjustable 

purpose built projector table with castors. Original 

receipts and instruction manual. Price new £2220. Asking 

price £200. Contact Richard Lovett on 023 9258 5194. 
 

Please note, Open Sight accepts no responsibility for 

items purchased privately. 

 
 

HOW WE CAN HELP YOU 

 
 

SECOND SIGHT is published by Open Sight 
Charity No. 1055498     Registered Company No. 3178631 

Registered in England and Wales 
 

 

Information, advice,                    Steve – 023 8064 6376 

low vision aids,                                          or 

benefits assistance                     Jackie – 023 8064 6372 

Equipment enquiries                     Pam – 023 8064 6380 

Clubs & activities                        Terry – 023 8064 6377 

Fundraising                              Stacey – 023 8064 6378 

Befriending                                Jenny – 023 8064 6382 

Main switchboard                                 - 023 8064 1244 

 

25, Church Road,  

Bishopstoke, Eastleigh, SO50 6BL. 

Email info@opensight.org.uk 

Website www.opensight.org.uk 

Follow us on Twitter @opensight1 

Facebook 

www.facebook.com/#!/opensightadmin?sk=wall 

YouTube 

www.youtube.com/user/opensight22?feature=mhee  

 

 

 

mailto:info@opensight.org.uk
http://www.opensight.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/#!/opensightadmin?sk=wall
http://www.youtube.com/user/opensight22?feature=mhee

